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Report on freight traffic statistics  

along the routes of the TRACECA corridor for 2023 
 

The volume of goods transported along the routes of the TRACECA corridor in 2023 is 

estimated to be 17.9 million tonnes. The volume of freight traffic has been estimated based 

on incomplete data provided by 10 MLA states (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, 

Kazakhstan, Moldova, Romania, Tajikistan, Türkiye and Ukraine). Four MLA states (Iran, 

Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) have not provided statistical data for 2023.  

Making an adequate comparison of the information on goods transported along the routes 

of the TRACECA corridor in 2023 (in the amount of 17.9 million tonnes) with statistical data 

for 2022 (18.7 million tonnes) and for 2021 (26.8 million tonnes) is challenging due to 

differences in quality and variations of the type of data provided. In all analyzed years there 

is a lack of data provided, as well as incomplete data provided (such as missing transit data, 

missing data on export/import/transit flows in the context of countries of departure and 

destination, and missing breakdown of data by BCP). Having incomplete data makes it very 

challenging to make assumptions and calculations of statistics according to the TRACECA 

Methodology and increases the margins for errors. Despite some missing data, the data 

provided in 2023 is much more detailed in comparison with the data from 2022 and 2021. 

Therefore, the data for 2023 has lower margins for errors in comparison with the data from 

2022 and 2021, and consequently, it is assumed to be more realistic. Thus, the differences 

of traffic volumes over the last three years it is assumed to be more impacted by the missing 

data (for some countries) and improved quality of available data (in general) rather than a 

reflection of the actual decrease in the traffic volumes.  

 

 ARM AZE BUL GEO KAZ MDA ROU TAJ TUR UKR TRACECA 

2023 0.16 7.79 1.57 5.16 0.61 1.34 0.08 0.21 0.30 0.69 17.9 

2022 NA 6.45 3.30 3.43 1.37 0.06 NA 0.51 3.45 0.15 18.7  

2023/22 NA +21% -52% +50% -56% +2258% NA -58% -91% +370% -4% 

2021 1.59 11.89 NA 2.85 0.94 0.35 NA 0.43 8.73 0.04 26.8 

2023/21 -90% -34% NA +81% -35% +285% NA -51% -97% +1561% -37% 
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The estimation of 17.9 million tonnes of goods transported along the routes of the TRACECA 

corridor was done based on data provided for export/import/transit cargo flows in the context 

of countries of departure/destination of goods along the ITC TRACECA (Table 3). 

The adjustments from reported volumes have been done based on the Methodology rules 

that envisage: to include only volumes of freight transported in transit across two MLA 

countries (or across one MLA state plus Black Sea and/or Caspian Sea leg); to exclude 

volumes of freight transported between neighbouring MLA states; to exclude freight 

transported across only one MLA state; not to include volumes of freight transported by 

pipelines; not to include water transport volumes that are covered as well with rail or road 

modes of transport; to avoid duplication and when the volumes of cargo transported are 

presented by two or more TRACECA countries (such volumes to be included only once).  

The total volumes reported by mode of transport (Table 1) by some of the reporting countries 

differ from the total volumes by country (Table 3). The adjustments made to identify the 

goods transported along the routes of the TRACECA corridor (17.9 million tonnes) based 

on statistics by country (Table 3) cannot be reflected to make similar adjustments in statistics 

by mode of transport (Table 1).  

Therefore, it is not possible to present the analysis of transported goods by mode of transport 

on the TRACECA routes. Indications could be given based on overall reported data in Table 

1 (which is not aligned with the TRACECA Methodology for the generation of statistical data 

and include freight transported outside TRACECA routes) in a total volume of 207.9 million 

tonnes (including maritime transport) or in a total volume of 147.0 million tonnes (without 

maritime transport). Indications on the distribution of freight transport by mode are as follows 

(similar as in 2022):  

▪ Goods transported by road: 47% 

▪ Goods transported by inland waterways: 21% 

▪ Goods transported by rail: 32% 

 

The total volumes reported by type of goods (Table 2) by some of the reporting countries 

differ from the total volumes by country (Table 3). Overall total volumes by type of goods are 

reported in the amount of 355.4 million tonnes. The adjustments made to identify the goods 

transported along the route of the TRACECA corridor (17.9 million tonnes) based on 

statistics by country (Table 3) cannot be reflected to make similar adjustments in statistics 

by type of goods (Table 2).  

Road transport
47%

Inland waterways
21%

Railway transport
32%

Distribution by mode of transport

Road transport Inland waterways Railway transport



Appendix 12 

 3 

Data on statistics by type of goods (Table 2) is provided in three different nomenclatures. 

Standard Trade Classification (SITC) that is recommended by the TRACECA Methodology 

was used by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan (for maritime transport only), Moldova, Tajikistan and 

Türkiye (for railway and maritime transport only). The alternative option suggested by the 

TRACECA Methodology (WCO Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System) 

was used by Armenia, Georgia, Romania and Ukraine. Bulgaria and Romania provided data 

in accordance with standard goods classification for transport statistics (NST-2007).   

Therefore, it is not possible to present the analysis of transported goods by type of goods 

on the TRACECA routes, but only indications that in 2023 the following goods have been 

transported in the highest volumes: 

- Mineral fuels, lubricants and similar materials (over 90 million tonnes) 

- Metal ores and other mining products (over 60 million tonnes) 

- Food products and live animals (mostly cereals) (over 45 million tonnes) 

- Manufactured goods classified mainly by type of material 

- Chemicals and similar products not included in other categories. 

 

Issues Related to Reporting on Statistics in 2023 

1. Data on statistics for 2023 have not been provided by 4 MLA countries: Iran, Kyrgyzstan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

2. From the data on statistics for 2023 provided by other 10 MLA countries (Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Romania, Tajikistan, Türkiye and 

Ukraine) only 5 MLA countries (Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova and Ukraine) 

provided detailed data, according to the Methodology (in particular for Table 3) that 

enable corresponding analysis. In most of the other cases, the data provided is 

incomplete, with missing transit data, and/or missing data for road transport, and/or 

missing data on export/import/transit cargo flows in the context of countries of 

departure/destination of goods (incomplete data provided in Table 3 in accordance with 

the TRACECA Methodology which does not cover data other than for the MLA countries 

that move along the TRACECA corridor). 

3. Breakdown by BCP has been provided only by 5 MLA countries (Armenia, Georgia, 

Kazakhstan, Moldova and Ukraine). In some cases, the data provided does not cover 

only BCPs listed in the Methodology, but additional BCPs as well. Some countries (e.g. 

Azerbaijan, Romania) even though have not provided a breakdown by BCP indicated 

that aggregated data include additional BCPs, and some countries requested the list of 

the BCPs in the Methodology to be expanded.  

4. It appears that in some of the cases, the data provided in Table 1 (by mode) and Table 

2 (by goods) includes goods transported within and outside the TRACECA corridor. 

Therefore, it was necessary to identify the movements only across the TRACECA routes 

(from Table 3 data) and to make adjustments. However, such an analysis was very 

difficult to make since information on intermediate counties was not provided by any MLA 

country. Due to the lack of information, the estimation was done based on assumptions 

for the route taken. Such assumptions may not reflect actual transport movements.  

5. In some cases, there are significant / or some differences among total of volumes from 

Table 1 (by mode of transport), Table 2 (by goods), and Table 3 (by country). The total 

volumes in all three tables should be equal. The differences in volumes between the 



Appendix 12 

 4 

three types of tables indicated that different data sets and different criteria have been 

used to make the reports.  

6. The majority of the countries have not provided data on number of trips (vehicles) in road 

transport and rail TEU data (Table 1). Detailed data on number of the road transport 

operations with breakdown by BCP was provided only by Türkiye (however, without 

traffic volumes expressed in tonnes). Therefore, it is not possible to make any analysis 

on the number of trips (vehicles) in road transport and rail volumes transported in TEU. 


