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Figure 1. General Map of Turkmenistan

Source: TRACECA (2011)
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1 INTRODUCTION

Turkmenistan is located in the South-West of Central Asia. It borders Kazakhstan in the North,
Uzbekistan in the North-East, the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in the South-East and the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the South. Turkmenistan also possesses a maritime facade with the
Caspian Sea in the West. The country is administratively divided into five regions (welayatlar)
Akhal, Balkan, Dashoguz, Lebapand Mary and one district for the capital-city: Ashgabat.

The transport network in Turkmenistan is limited due to landscape geographical morphology:
over 80% of the country is covered by the Karakum dry desert. The almost 3 000 km railway
network is composed of two main lines stretching from West to East and one North-South line.
The road network comprises 24 000 km of roads which connect the five regions together.
Turkmenbashi is the main international port of the country and an important gateway for all the
Central Asia countries. It is therefore of decisive importance for TRACECA interests.

Due to its strategic location and its membership in various regional and international
organisations (CIS, ECO, IMO, OSJD, UNECE, UNESCAP) Turkmenistan is crossed by several
international transport corridors:

e TRACECA corridor
e OSJD corridors VI and X
e CAREC Corridors Il and Il

The TRACECA program was launched in 1993 as one of the component of intergovernmental
TACIS program. In spite of the fact that Turkmenistan did not join TRACECA and did not sign
the basic Multilateral Agreement (MLA) on the development of transport corridor Europe —
Caucasus — Asia, it took and keeps taking an active part in TRACECA activity. TACIS (TACIS
office is permanently closed in Turkmenistan, now Europa House is the organization dealing
with European projects) enjoys a remarkable fame in Turkmenistan and is highly praised for all
the training and vocational programs it supports locally.

Since 1995 Turkmenistan was involved in 26 projects of technical assistance dealing with
technical and institutional issues. Three investment projects, financed by the European Union,
were implemented in Turkmenistan:

e Container services between Baku and Turkmenbashi, 1998-1999, 2.65 M euros;

e Cargo and container handling equipment for the cotton export logistics centre near
Bukhara (Uzbekistan), and for the seaports of Baku (Azerbaijan), Turkmenbashi
(Turkmenistan), Poti (Georgia) and lliychevsk (Ukraine), 1998-1999, 56.825 M
euros;

e Supply of navigational aid equipment, 2003, 1.6 M euros.
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