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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Synoptic table of customs transit practices in CIS countries

INTERSTATE TARIFF AND TIMETABLE STRUCTURE -
SYSTRA

Georgia Azerbaidjan [ Turkmenistan | Uzbekistan Kazakhstan
Customs Codex New version|New version|New version|New version Version in
at the end of | at the end of |at the end of |at the end of|use from 95
97 97 97 97
Customs’ Authority | Ministry of | Customs Customs Customs Customs
Finance Committee Committee Committee Committee
and President | and President |and President | and
Government
Juxtaposed customs | YES in theory | YES in theory | NO NO NO
control points with with Georgia
Azerbaidjan |but not yet
but not yet|effective
effective
National Customs | YES YES/NO NO YES YES
Transit Declaration
Transit Tax 100 USD per|10 USD per|{10 USD per|16 USD per 5 to 20 USD
transit transit Ton + 10 $|wagon + | per wagon +
declaration declaration per wagon for|0,15% value|0.2 % value
transit from|of goods injof goods in
third country | transit transit
to third
country
Customs Physical | NO except if[NO except if | NO except if NO except if{ NO except if
inspection of goods |documents documents documents documents documents
in transit and seals are | and seals are |and seals are|and seals are|and seals are
missing or not | missing or not | missing or not missing or not | missing  or
valid valid valid valid not valid
Bonded warehouses|YES in Poti|NO NO YES (few-| YES  (few-
procedure and | and Batumi private private
installations companies companies
owned) owned
Translation of NO NO NO for transit | NO for transit | YES in
commercial Russian
documents joined
with the customs
transit declaration
Use of railways bill NO NO NO NO NO
as customs
document
Transit Authorisation | NO NO YES (request|NO NO
to Ministry of
Foreign
Affairs)
Transit passage | NO NO YES YES NO

notice procedure
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Deposit procedure NO (may be|NO NO NO YES (deposit
in September procedure on
1997 on all alcoholic
spirits) beverages -
deposit on all
goods in
transit  very
soon)
Deposit in
cash (no
guarantee-
caution
procedure)
Fees for YES (1 USD|NO NO NO NO
Phytosanitary per metric ton
services even in transit
Model of railways bill | SMGS SMGS SMGS SMGS SMGS
in force Georgia Georgia
Azerbaidjan | Azerbaidjan
agreement agreement
model maodel
Railways bill per|NO NO YES NO YES
wagon
Railways bill per|YES YES NO YES NO
destination for the
whole consignment
Railways customs | YES YES YES YES YES
control points at
border
Railways inland | NO YES NO NO YES
customs control
points
Existing customs | VERY FEW |VERY FEW |YES after| YES after| YES after
brokers registration to | registration to | registration
railways railways to railways
national national national
companies companies companies
and to| and to}and to
customs customs customs
Practice of “ railways | YES YES YES YES YES

tariff codes ”
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2. Mission objectives :

The mission takes part in the project of Railways Inter States Tariff and Timetable.
The objectives were the analysis and the study of obstacles, brakes and difficulties related
to customs in the different countries of the TRACECA corridor.

The aim was to provide recommendations for simplification for the transit of goods through
the CIS countries by railways.

To reach these objectives, | had to go to Georgia, Azerbaidjan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan. | had to focus on the particular points of Batumi and the Caspian Sea
ports of Baku and Turkmenbashi

The present report relates the different steps of the mission with different meetings and
interviews | could obtain in order to establish a comparative analysis of customs specificity
in each country and final recommendations.
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3. Mission ltinerary report
Day Details Comments

1).16/07/97

Departure at 12h30 from
Paris to Tbilissi via Istambul.
Arrival at 02h30 (local).
Meeting Traceca at airport -
room in hotel

pleased to meet somebody at
arrival

2). 17/07/97

make a point on the task
within  the project with
Traceca Unit (2viad
Rostomoshvili). Baku trip
organisation. Meeting with
customs  Thilissi Admi.
details settled out.
Organisation of inland trips to
Azerbaidjan  border and
Batumi by car as well as
forwarding agents and
private companies meetings.

rapid organisation of the
meetings and inland trips

3) 18/07/97

Meeting with Customs Head
Office - M.Roland Muladze-
Head of customs control and
organisation dept. Trip to
Qardabani customs railways
office. Organisation of trip to
Batumi.

Earthquake for a couple of
seconds.

4) 19/07/97

Trip to Batumi port- meeting
with port authorities, a
forwarding agent
representative, customs of
the Batumi port - back to
Thilissi

5)20/07/97

Meeting with the head of the
regional Traceca co-
ordination unit (Marc
Grailles)-conclusion on this
first step of the mission

impossible to meet people of
the World bank to talk about
the project of transport
deregulation (study carried
out by Scott Wilson and
Kirckpatrick). Interesting to
co-ordinate both projects.
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6) 21/07/97

Departure from Thbilissi to
Baku. Arrival to Baku at
12h30. Contact with Traceca
office. Administrative
organisation Trip ticket to
Ashkabad. Visa. Meeting with
the customs administration -
M. Aliev- who knows very
well the European procedure
since he was 1 year in
Saarbruecken (D) and
Strasbourg.

Good organisation for
welcome, appartment and
appointments; very efficient.

7) 22/07/97

Traceca office for
administrative work - meeting
with a forwarding and
shipping agency Barwill
(Turkey-Georgia-
Azerbaidjan-Turkmenistan).
Meeting with Murphy carrier
int'l customs declarant.

8) 23/07/97

Meeting with Mme Michaud
PEE Baku- IMPOSSIBLE to
Visit Baku Ferry port-
(absence of customs head
for authorisation) Meeting
with customs head office -
Trip to Ashkabat

9) 24/07/97

Arrival at Ashkabat airport at
1h00. Visa procedure (lack in
registration n° then delay to
get the visa and full payment
of 25 $ instead of 10$ for
other Tacis [Traceca
projects.Meeting at the
customs Head office - head
of the customs rights and
foreign relations dept. Adm;
formalities to organise trip to
Turkmenbashi ferry port.

10) 25/07/97

Trip to Turkmenbashi. Visit of
customs at the Turkmenbashi
ferry port. Procedures and
infrastructure. Visit to the
customs head office in
Turkmenbashi. Trip back to
Ashkabat.

11) 26/07/97 Visit to M&M forwarding
company in Ashkabat .
12) 27/07/97 report writing




TRACECA-RAILWAYS
CUSTOMS ANALYSIS

INTERSTATE TARIFF AND TIMETABLE STRUCTURE

SYSTRA

13) 28/07/97

Departure to Tashkent -
Meeting with  Shoshtrans
transport and  declarant
company - meeting with the
head of customs railways
cargo department of
Ushmilovo - Meeting with
M. Bailey from Scott Wilson.

14) 29/07/97

Meeting with the Railways
international relation
department. Meeting with the
Uzgeldorexpeditsiya. Meeting
with Chemco and Interdean
companies. Attempt to
departure for Alma Aty.

15) 30/07/97

Meeting  with Bouygues
company in Tashkent -
Departure to Alma Aty

16) 31/07/97

Meeting with Tacis office.
meeting with Tranco
forwarding and customs
broker. Meting with terminal
company. Meeting  with
Procter &Gamble

17) 01/08/97

Meeting with customs head
of external affairs and head
of transit department

Meeting with head of
marketing department of
ministry of transport and
communication. Departure to
Paris at 6h30 (1h30 in local
Paris Time)

18) 02/08/97

Arrival in Paris at 17h30
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Dates Steps

16/07 m Departure from Paris/ Arrival to Tbilissi

17/07 j Organisation of trip to Batumi
Contact with Customs Head Office- Geomar
forwarding company

18/07 v Trip to Batumi and Back to Thilissi

19/07 s Meeting with Customs Head Office - Visit to
Customs border Georgia/Azerb(Qardabani).

20/07 d Meeting with Traceca regional co-ordination
unit

21/07 | Trip to Bakou - Contact with Customs

22/07 m meeting with Murphy intl forwarding and
customs broker. Meeting with Barwill
company.

23/07 m no Visit of Bakou port Meeting with customs
head office.- Meeting with PEE French
Embassy- trip to Ashkabad

24/07 j Contact with Turkmen customs

25/07 v Visit to Turkmenbashi

26/07 s Meeting with forwarding company M&M

27/07 d Report writing

28/07 | Contacts with Uzbek customs and
Shoshtrans forwarding company

29/07 m Visit to Bouygue’s customs broker

30/07 m Contact with companies using international
transport of goods by rail - trip to Alma Aty

31/07 j Contacts with Kazakh forwarding and
customs broker company

01/08 v Visit of customs railways offices

02/08 s Departure to Paris




TRACECA-RAILWAYS INTERSTATE TARIFF AND TIMETABLE STRUCTURE -
CUSTOMS ANALYSIS SYSTRA

5. Visits reporting and feedback

Visit to Tbilissi

Meeting with Customs Head Office in Tbilissi:: M. Roland Muladze

The customs legal basis is the Codex dated from 1992 and in accordance with the former
USSR standards and rules. At the end of the year 1997, it has been planned to change the
Codex to a new version of Codex including number of modifications. The idea is to give up
the Russian standards and to turn up to international rules and standards. This evolution is
oriented to make Georgia more and more integrated into Europe.

The Georgian customs tariff has been endorsed by the Parliament. Customs
Administration belongs to the Finance Ministry. The Head of Customs is Deputy of the
Finance Ministry.

About duties and taxes , it has been said that all operations of import/export are
submitted to a 0,3% fee dedicated to customs services. In case of transit, a lump sum of
100$ per declaration and per destination is collected by customs, whatever the origin of
goods (CIS or not) and whatever the value of the goods mentioned on the declaration.
There is no particular other tax upon the goods in transit.Up to now there is no deposit
procedure to cover the amount of duties and taxes corresponding to the goods in transit.
May be in next August could such a deposit procedure be implemented for goods such as
tobacco or aicohol.

The presence of the seals and the mention of any change signed and approved by
the personal stamp of the customs inspector is the only way to make sure that the goods at
entry are the same as at exit of the territory.

There is only one transit customs procedure, should the operation be on a national,
a CIS regional or an international level.

Customs people are usually 3 to 4 by customs railways office except in Thilissi
railways station where they are 15. In fact they are paid by the Ministry of Railways. They
are located in premises rent or belonging to the railways. They work alone or by pair on shift
services.

A map of the main railways customs control points is provided in appendix n°1.

Controls of goods are organised and performed by customs according to the type
and the origin of goods. At the customs points level, customs agents are only responsible
for checking the goods and to transmitting the file to the investigation services in Thilissi in
case of fraudulent practice revealed.

Within the transit procedure, the control process starts with a documentary control. If
everything is in order according to the customs and foreign trade legislation the goods are
released; only in case of particular information or documentary anomalies is there a
physical control. In case of transit to the destination of Georgia the goods can be more
frequently submitted to controls.

During the physical control only the wagon(s) affected by the inspection of goods are
separated from the rest of the train which is released to continue the route.
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The Georgian customs declaration form is the unique documentary basis used to
declare the goods in transit and gather all necessary details. There is no particular refusal to
use a common document which would be used as a common transport document for all
these countries but only in case of transit. Anyway the transport document is different
+from the customs declaration.

Generally speaking customs do controls of goods when the train stops at the station.
They legally speaking can stop a train wherever they want on the railways line to do
controls but they have to justify, according to a certain procedure, for the reasons of the
delay and have to pay to railways tax per hour of delay.

As a conclusion it was said that the situation is ever improving step by step with new
equipment such as bonded warehouses and trade facilitation measures.

10
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Qarbadani_customs railways office- Georgia/Azerbaidjan border railways customs
point.

The railways station of Qardabani is the last control point before the Azerbaidjan
border. Three customs people are permanently present should a train pass through this
post. If the train comes from Poti or Batumi to the destination of Azerbaidjan, there is only a
documentary control and a particular checking of the seals and the personal stamps of the
customs inspector. If the goods are coming from Azerbaidjan to transit to Poti or Batumi it
has been said that the lump sum of 100$ per declaration is paid either in Poti or Batumi and
never in Qardabani. There is only a documentary control and sealing operation in
Qardabani. There is somebody accompanying the goods (safety guard) on the train
allocated by railways in order to ensure the safety of goods.

Visit of Batumi port.

Visit to the deputy head of Batumi Port

The purpose of that meeting was just to obtain the authorisation of visiting the port and
different infrastructures.

Visit to the deputy head of customs of Batumi port: M. Amiran Makharadze

the deputy head of Batumi port customs explained the different steps of the procedure of
transit from Batumi to other Caucasian and central Asian countries and from these countries
and to Batumi. Regarding the transport contract it was said that any official document
showing who is the owner of the goods and the consignee/consignor as well as the
description of the goods should be sufficient for Customs. More details are requested in
case of an import/export operation into or from the Georgian territory.

A copy of the Intercontainer ‘bon de remise’ was shown as a potential unique transport
document for all countries concerned by the operation. No particular refusal has been
expressed. ’

Then it was elaborated that formalities can be already prepared in advance in case the
forwarding agent has all the necessary documents at disposal. Then | had the opportunity
to attend part of the formalities before unloading a vessel of sugar. All concerned parties
are present and check the goods and documents in what they are concerned. A
commission is so established and different authorisations are delivered for unloading the
goods from the vessel and loading on the train. When the loading operation is over,
customs put seals on the wagons and aliow the departure of the train.

As a conclusion it was said that there is no particular difficulties as long as the
documentation is in compliance with the customs rules.

11
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Visit to a forwarding agent: M. Valerian Imnaishvili from GEOMAR company.

The meeting was much more realistic and not so idealistic as it was with the different
authorities met. Different potential sources of obstacles have been identified and listed as
following:

o document standardisation: it is particularly difficult to be obliged to know all specificity of
documents which could be used for an international operation according to the local
regulations. For instance a forwarding agent dealing with several countries in the same
region has to know all documentation and formalities of each country. For an
international operation he has to do different kinds of customs declaration , obliged to
gather different kinds of documentation to be included in a customs declaration
according to the local customs law of each country. A single document as customs
declaration and a single procedure would improve business conditions and then
volumes.

« unique documentation: presently different kinds of documentation are possible to be
used for the same purpose - for instance the railways transport document possible to be
used in Georgia may be the SMGS model, the Russian former model, or the Georgian
model. But sometimes it is said that the presented document is not accepted by customs
and another one is to be presented. A single and unique document accepted by all
parties would be quite better.

« reliability of laws and usage: a huge problem is the appearance of new laws which are
not always legally valid (lack in approval by one ministry). But even if it is not a legal law
it becomes anyway a usage and then something to be followed. Besides, if the different
administrations are informed of this new law, the information is kept hidden up to the
moment the operation is made by the customer through the forwarding agent: here the
authorities refuse a document which was always accepted or impose a new taxation
measure. This kind of changes in the legal environment are very frequent and make
business in such countries not at all reliable.

 political Russian influence:

The result of such a situation is a decrease in the freight cargo volume in the ports of the
Bosphore region of 89 000 metric tons in the last three months ( i.e. an average of around
360 000 metric tons a year). An other consequence is the embezzlement of cargo through
Russia in order to avoid the Georgian ports and their excessive costs (the example of a
sudden law suddenly applied and concerning the quarantine formalities: 1$ per metric ton is
taken by the phyto-sanitary authorities even in case of a transit operation).

Different reasons have been mentioned to explain the reasons why the Georgian ports are
not so competitive in front of the Russian network. At first the railways freight cost vary from
67 to 76 $ per ton in Russia while the Georgian railways cost is up to 78 $ per ton. That
means usually a difference of 2$ per ton for an equivalent period of time. (Nevertheless it is
the full rate and not the really applied one since every forwarding agent can take advantage
of different kinds of rebates on the railways tariff.)

Concerning the planned cost of an international operation it was said that it must be added
between 3 and 4 $ per ton in the cost calculation. That is corresponding to the
moonlighting and under-the -table tariff of the different authorities and parties (customs,
port, railways, police, sanitary and phytosanitary, etc.) in the Georgian part. Of course it
must be added the equivalent one in the other points and countries of the route.

Concerning potential solution: the idea of a unique document for all the transit countries

seems to be well accepted in so far as everybody committed on the correct application of
this rule and do not change arbitrarily on his side.

12
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An other idea was suggested and correspond to introduce an obligatorily control of the
goods by Pre-Shipment Inspection companies from the export countries. The basic
principle of this business is to check the goods at the exporter level before loading the
goods or at the unloading point . The document issued by this kind of private companies
could be used to testify that the goods are in compliance with the quantity and quality
ordered by the customer and conform with the local import or transit regulations.

But two main objections have to be pointed out:

o the representative offices are established in Russia with exclusivity clause for the CIS
countries. That means it is obligatory to ask for people in Russia to perform an inspection
of goods in Batumi. Up to now it is not accepted..

« the project aims at developing cargo volume from China to Europe. But in China
inspection of goods is systematically carried out by a Chinese governmental company.
Pre-shipment inspection companies cannot be established in China. In fact one of their
office set up in this region is in charge to obtain the result from the Chinese inspection
and to deliver a certificate on basis of these results.

Meeting with the head of Traceca co-ordination unit - M.Marc Grailles:

It could have been elaborated that the Swiss Pre-Shipment Inspection company SGS has
been established in Poti from very recently.

Also a project of common customs railways control point between Georgia and Azerbaidjan
exists but Georgian customs people still refuse to be located on the control Azerbaidjan
side. The consequence is that trains have to be stopped twice and be submitted to two
separated controls.

Conclusion

« Lack in harmonisation between Europe documentation and Georgian customs
documentation (at the border it is obliged to break the chain and prepared a Georgian
customs declaration), lack in harmonisation between Georgian documentation and other
Caucasian customs ( at the Azerbaidjan the train is obliged to stop and to break the
chain to do Azeri customs declaration and railways formalities)

« Transit taxes seem to be different in Georgia and Azerbaidjan (100$ per declaration and
by destination and x% of value of the goods and a set of customs documentation
necessary by customs heading.

e Safety is only assured by presence of a guard in the train to accompany the goods. The
safety is under the responsibility of the different railways companies concerned by the
route.

e Multiple exemplars of railways bill possible to be used but not always accepted by
everybody (German, Russian and Georgian types of railways bill can be used but
customs do not always accept the one which is presented and demand an other type.)

e the forwarding agent does not pay the amount of duties and taxes in advance in the
name of the customer. The end-to-end organisation of the transit transport cannot
be performed yet.

13
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Visit to Azerbaidjan

Arrival on 21.07.97 at 12h30
Welcome by Hikmet at Baku airport - accommodation to the apartment. Dealing with the
visa process.

Meeting with Customs Head Office. M. Rauf ALIEV - Customs code committee.
Avenue Narimanov

Concerning the legal basis it has been said that the Codex is the former model of Russian
Codex. In a couple of weeks a new version will be in force. A lot of changes have been
included since we go from a 133 articles Codex to a 450 articles one.

Customs depend on the Cabinet of Ministers and on the President. The head of customs is
the president of the Customs Committee. That means that the customs administration has a
similar importance than an other minister. It must be included in any project affecting
Customs.

It seems that the customs nomenclature is based on the HS system. On import/export
operations there is a customs fee of 0,15% for CIS operations and 0,25% for the others. For
a transit operation there is no particular tax or fee. The only formality is the customs
declaration necessary only in certain cases. (when there is no transit declaration attached
with goods or when there is a doubt on the destination of the goods related to the railways
bill. People have to pay 10$ per declaration and per destination. It was elaborated that the
price is the same whatever the number of wagons and types of products. There is no
different transit procedure for CIS operations and others. According to a quite recent legal
customs text published in the “Business man Bulletin” (copy is joined in appendix n°2) it is
said that the customs declaration is compulsory in any case of transit.

In case of transit the Georgian declaration is quite sufficient in so far as there is no doubt or
anomalies about the consignor and the owner of the goods. In the other case the 10§ fee is
applied for each Georgian declaration.The Azeri customs keep a copy of the declaration as
archive after stamping documents and checking the seals.

There are few customs railways customs offices involved in a transit operation. Only Baku
ferry post and Beyuk kyassik (Georgian border). See map in appendix n°1

The railways bill is a railways administration document. The model of this document is not a
particular problem for customs in so far as the document has been issued or admitted by
the railways administration.

There are around 10 customs people located in the customs border of Beyuk kyassik (at
the Georgian border in front of Qardabani in Georgia) around 40 people dealing with
passengers, trucks and trains at the ferry post of Baku and around 30 in Baku city station.

There is no “juxtaposed” customs post with the Georgian or the Turkmen customs
administration.

There is no particular accelerated procedure for specific kind of products or companies.

14
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Meeting with Barwill Forwarding agent. Ms.Agaeva Emilia M. Yalcin Goekhan

The purpose of that meeting was to explain the different steps of the procedure to forward a
container by train from Istambul to Ashkabat. At the arrival to Poti the representative
forwarder of Barwill is in contact with a declarant to make the customs formalities. He must
gather the necessary documentation to be included with the transit declaration after paying
the 100 $ per declaration and destination as customs fees. Within these documents the
most trouble-making ones are usually the certificate of origin and the certificate of quality
and the commercial invoice. When everything is in order the vessel can be unloaded to load
the train. Then the railtrucks leave to their destination. There is a first stop at Qardabani
post in Georgia for checking the stamps on the declaration and the seals and that's it. It
may happen that some documents like the invoice is missing at such a point of the trip. (It
may be the case of a deliberate lost of document but it happens very rarely in Georgia or in
Azerbaidjan - much more in Russia)

Then after this first customs point, there is an other checking procedure from the railways
authorities to make sure that the freight has been paid for the route used in Georgia. Then
the train goes on to Beyuk kyassik in Azerbaidjan where the train is once more stopped by
the Azerbaidjan customs and railways.In case of transit the customs authorities check the
documentation and the seals and stamp the declaration. The same documents which are
valid in Georgia are also valid in Azerbaidjan. In theory there is no certificates or
documents put in question in Azerbaidjan if they are accepted in Georgia. They take no
fees, no tax, and they only use the Georgian customs transit declaration. (they do not
demand an Azeri transit customs declaration). The railways authorities check if the freight
is really paid for the part of the trip on the Azerbaidjan territory. Then the train is once more
stopped in Baku where the railtrucks are shipped on the ferry to Turkmenbashi
(Turkmenistan). Here the same declaration is still used to cover the transit route to the final
destination within CIS. In the same way customs just check that the documentation is in
order and stamp the declaration to certify the right passage. At the railways level if the
freight through the Caspian sea was not already paid the forwarder must regulates the
situation and receives and specific receipt.

In good conditions, without any problem, it takes around 5 days to have a train leaving Poti
and arriving at Baku ferry. When the train arrives, in theory the railways authorities must
contact the forwarder and warn that the goods are at the railways station. In practice the
forwarder knows approximately when the goods should arrive and then goes spontaneously
to the Station to check if the train is already arrived.

In case of “small” problems in different points of the trip, may be because of customs or
railways freight not yet paid etc..., the complete train must wait for a couple of minutes or
hours

In case of bigger problems, the concerned railtrucks are separated and the rest of the train
may leave out.

The major point was the absence of bonded warehouses where the retained goods
could be unloaded safely without any risk at the customs level.

The forwarder thought that the major problems for such a transit procedure are due to the
fact the European standards are not accepted by the CIS countries. So the formalities are
heavier and more complicated. Usually the European exporters dont want to pay an
inspection company to do a quality certificate. Forwarding agents and declarants have
always to negotiate and to recall to obtain such a certificate despite the goods are aiready
arrived.

15
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An other sensitive document is the phytosanitary certificate for which the European
standards are quite different from the CIS ones.

An other point is the telecommunication network status which makes obligatory to wait for
one or two days to know the reasons why the railtrucks are stopped at the border.

A last point is the lack in insurance possibility in so far as the Railways authorities are very
hard to accept the fact the damages which usually occur are under their responsibility.

Meeting with a customs declarant - Murphy carrier _int’l declarant in Baku - M. Rauf
Mamedov

Here much more information have been obtained upon the achievement of the formalities. It
could have been elaborated that the different documents are consigned with the goods
from Poti through the service of the train driver or the different heads of railways station.
Arrived at the customs control points he delivers the documentation related to the wagons
to the customs authorities.

In case of transit it has been resaid that the customs authorities don’t provoke so many
troubles and delay on the route. The major problem is due to the fact the freight is not
always prepaid for the complete route up to the destination point and then the train is
stopped by railways.

Besides, in so far as there is no transbordment the transit procedure is quite easy.
Problems appears when there is a necessary transbordment. in such a case the forwarder
must ask for a special authorisation to customs in order to be enabled to unload temporarily
the goods in order to be either reexported or cleared. Usually it is so long and complicated
that people are urged to clear anyway even if they reexport the goods later on. Because of
this point and because there is no Bonded warehouse procedure already established,
“groupage” is not yet possible.

The transport document is only established per destination and the different wagons used
for a shipment are mentioned and listed on it. It may be the SMGS document or the
Azeri/Georgian bilateral one.

A model of this document as been provided and can be seen in n°3

As declarant they have some difficulties to apply the customs classification in order to fill in
the customs declaration. | could talk about the European Binding Tariff Information
procedure.

One major problem is the ferry between Baku and Turkmenbashi. Customs is not so
much a source of delay as far as goods are covered by a transit procedure.

The goods are stopped by railways The number of trucks on a train is usually bigger than
the number of trucks the ferry can transport in one time. Besides, there is the passenger
traffic as well as the road traffic and the railways traffic. It seems to be up to the Captain of
the vessel to organise the percentage of road traffic and of railways traffic on board. Road
traffic provides more bribes than the railways.

Also, in case of damages, it is very difficult to make the Railways take accept their
responsibilities and paying really due compensations.

As part of the necessary documentation there is the certificate of quality. It is established in
compliance with the Russian standards still defined by the Gossstandard and quite different
from the European standard.
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Usually it is said that the problem is coming from two major points:
« The freight payment must be negotiate country by country.
« The wagons are stopped at the ferry ports because of a problem of ferry capacity.

Visit to Mrs Michaud from the French Embassy in Baku (PEE)}

It was furthermore a courtesy visit in order to make the project known by the

embassy service should we need some information for this project from French companies
installed in Azerbaidjan.
Mrs Michaud had no particular information upon the railways transit and the customs
formalities. | told her the different steps of my trip within the Central Asian countries and she
could give me some addresses of French PEE in Uzbekistan or Kazakhstan. Here it has
been said that the capital city of Kazakhstan will be moved from Alma Aty to Akmola in a
couple of weeks, probably at the beginning of October 97. The industrial activity is
furthermore in that part of the country and it seems there are some troubles or potential
risks to keep them attached to Kazakhstan instead of to Russia.

Visit to Turkmenistan

Visit to customs head office. M. Paviichenko head of customs rights and
foreign relations Department

M. Pavlichenko is very well on with the Traceca project. He was very willing to give
some information. Even if the meeting was short (half of an hour) it was very interesting.
Indeed it was said that the goods in transit are just covered by the customs declaration of
the country the goods are coming from. The two main posts where the goods are stopped
and controlied are Turkmenbashi and Tchardjou at the Uzbekistan border. (A map of the
main railways customs control points is joined in appendix n°4.) Here the customs just do a
kind of simplified declaration - it will be said a little bit later that this document is a transit
notice passage). For goods in transit from third one country to another third country (third to
the CIS countries !) customs take a transit fee of 10$ per wagon. They have just received
a proposal from the Russian railways to admit the transit of goods upon the only basis of
the Russian railways bill instead of the customs declaration.

The proposal is being studied and seems to be very attractive for the Turkmenistan
authorities as a simplified procedure with the most important commercial partner At this time
| showed a copy of the Intercontainer “ bon de remise " as a potential idea of transport
document coming directly from the sender of goods and accepted by every parties. It was
accepted as a good idea.

For him the major problem is the fact there is no timetable for the ferry transit

and the fact the ferry is only working if there is sufficient cargo to be loaded. It is the
reason why the wagons can stay on the port for several days waiting for a next ferry .
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Visit to Turkmenbashi ferry port and customs.

The meeting was made with the head of customs of the port, the head of the
customs cargo department in Turkmenbashi head office.

The meeting was essentially focused on the different steps of the customs transit
procedure. When the goods arrived on the port the documentation is delivered by railways
authorities to customs. Here the documents are checked (certificates of origin and of
quality, invoice, railways bill per Wagon, etc.). Then the seals are checked and customs
make a Transit Passage Notice form including the number of wagons linked to the
declaration, the type of goods, the transit period authorised to cross the country up to the
next border customs post. A copy of such a document can be seen in appendix n°5

Then the document is attached to the declaration and one copy is sent to the
statistics office at the head office in Ashkabat for reconciliation and balance with the copy
returned by the exit customs point with the number of wagons and the quantity of goods
leaving the country. | proposed a copy of the Intercontainer “ bon de remise ” company
and explained the idea to have only one document for each country and coming from the
sender of goods. In so far as it is accepted as a railways document it will be accepted
by customs. Besides railways are officially responsible for the goods and it was even
elaborated that it is the last railways station of which there is a stamp on the railways bill
which is responsible for the goods in quantity as well as in quality.

As a summary of this meeting it was said that the procedure is as follows.

Turkmenbashi

. from railways
- Railways controls freight and prepares documents and checks status of goods

. from customs
- Check Customs declaration for the whole shipment or for each wagon attached
with
-Check Railways bill per wagon (the railways administration must do it in
Turkmenbashi if not ready from Baku)
-Check Transit authorisation from the ministry of foreign affairs 10$ per ton + 7-10
days delay to obtain this authorisation form in Turkmenistan
-Checking documentation
-Checking seals
-Making and joining the transit Transit Passage Notice
-Establishing the period of time for transit to the border
-Release the goods

if wagons of a same shipment were sent later. customs:
- Make a declaration per wagon (10$ per declaration + 5$ per extra exemplar)
- Join documentation
- Make transit Transit Passage Notice
- Release the goods

Ashkabat

Control by railways: freight and status of goods
Nothing at customs
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Tchardjou
. from railways

- control by railways freight and status of goods
. from customs

-checking of declaration

-checking of seals

-checking of documentation

-take out the transit Transit Passage Notice for balance
-release of goods

Meeting with M.Bijan Shahnavaz - Manager of M&M in Turkmenistan

M&M is a forwarding company dealing with transport and clearance procedure in
Turkmenistan.

From this meeting it has been confirmed that the major obstacle on the planned
Traceca corridor is not a customs documentation problem or a customs procedure problem
but the uncertainty to have one's wagons sent on one ferry from Baku to Turkmenbashi or
vice versa. The problem is linked to the willing of the captain of the ferry who decides
the composition of the cargo on the board.

That involves a delay of a couple of days which is very problematic.

The second major point was the necessary authorisation from the ministry of
foreign affairs for a transit of goods through Turkmenistan. It cost 10$ per ton whatever
the type of goods and the mode of transport. It takes around 7 or 10 days to have this
document delivered knowing that you need at least a copy of the railways bill in order to
request this document. Different copies of such a document are joined in appendix n°6

Everything is with no problem if you have “good relationship with people of
railways, ministry of Foreign affairs and customs ”

Visit to Uzbekistan

Visit to the Ushmilovo terminal - Meeting with M. Murat Adilovitch from
Soshtrans company

Shoshtrans is a forwarding company dealing with the customs formalities as
declarant. They are very well on with the trucks procedures as well as with the railways
means of transport.

Here have been expressed the rules practised in Ushomilovo.
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We could describe the different steps of the transit procedure for a railways
transport of goods. At first it is interesting to notice that whatever the destination and origin
of the goods transiting through Uzbekistan, a new customs declaration is established. A
transit tax is collected for customs services corresponding to 16 $ per wagon paid at the
border (Ushmilovo and the Turkmen border). The Railways bill usually used is the SMGS
model one. It was said that the railways bill is established as one per destination. If a cargo
implies the use of several wagons for the same destination (same consignee), there is only
one railways bill attached with the listed numbers of wagons. The railways bill is established
by the forwarding company. In case of transit they negotiate through their partners or
subsidiaries in the other CIS countries with the domestic railways companies. The
forwarding companies allowed to do such a business are registered and listed to the
railways companies in the major CIS countries in which they are used to dealing with. The
payment for the freight is done by bank transfer to the railways companies involved. Then
when the railways freight payment is confirmed (usually by telegram) the railways bill is
established with mention that the freight is prepaid for all parts of the route. Then the
customs declaration is established even if the goods are coming from Kazakhstan for
example with a Kazak transit customs declaration. The only points for customs
inspection in case of transit are Ushmilovo and the Uzbek border in front of Tchardjou in
Turkmenistan. It was said that the goods are legally covered by the railways responsibility.

The customs formalities are done at the Railways station of Ushmilovo. Between
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan there is still a double customs zone where the goods are still
possible to be controlled by both customs. (problem of customs territory definition).
The documents joined to the declaration are as usual in the region the original commercial
contract, the invoice, the railways bill, the certificate of quality delivered by the export
country administrations or organisms or the UzGoss Standards in Uzbekistan, the certificate
of origin and sometimes a transit authorisation for very specific goods such as weapons,
nuclear products.

There is no deposit procedure at all even on the tobacco or alcohol products.

On the railways bill is mentioned the speed of the train. That means either 350 km
per 24 hours or 200 km per 24 hours including the necessary time for dispatching the
goods in the different trains and wagons. This choice is directly linked to the applied
tariff.

The North/South transit line is around 1100 km , then it takes between 3 and 6 days
at minimum to cross Uzbekistan by train. (for comparison 1 day by truck).

Meeting with the head of customs railways cargo department in Ushmilovo

Customs are directed by the Codex which is under the way to be changed to a
renewed one for the end of the year. This new codex is approved by the Cabinet of
Ministers.

The Customs administration is directly linked to the President and the Cabinet of
Ministers. There is no special fees for transit except a 16$ fee per wagon.

The customs inspection is only focused on the documentation and the right status of
the seals. The inspection of goods takes place in Ushmilovo and at the last border point
before the Tchardjou (map of railways customs control points in appendix n°7). In case of
transit customs establish a Transit passage notice (copy in appendix n° 8) at the entry and
exit point from the customs territory similar to the one which is delivered by Turkmen
customs.

The only reasons that the train could be stopped are the inspection of goods and
prepayment of freight. There are no juxtaposed customs control points between Uzbekistan
and any other country.
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Meeting with the customs broker of Bouyques company in Tashkent

The meeting was attended by the customs broker and a customs civil servant from
the customs administration specially attached to the Bouygue’'s works operations. It could
have been elaborated that there is a new customs declaration covering the transit of goods
through the Uzbek territory even if there is a customs transit declaration from an other CIS
country.

A new information was brought in terms of customs fees since the customs
administration collects 0,15% of the total value of the goods in transit ( 0,3% in case of
imports) as well as the 16$ transit fees per wagon.

It was said that the railways bill is established as one per wagon on the only SMGS
model form ( copy has been provided and is joined to the report in appendix n°9)

Eventually it was also confirmed that the customs do a transit consignment note at
the border points to balance the goods at entry and at exit of the territory.

Visit to Kazakhstan

Meeting with TRANCO. M. Radiy S. KIM Forwarding company and customs broker

This meeting was very interesting for the technical explanations of the international
trade and customs procedures used in Kazakhstan. Different points have been expressed.

The railways codes system

The forwarding agents are registered to the railways companies. They can buy some
railways transportation units called “ Railways codes ” whose prices are depending on the
Ton/km and the type of goods. For example the forwarding agent buys 100 codes in
Kazakhstan, 50 codes in Uzbekistan and 130 in Turkmenistan. Then he sells these codes
to his client to carry out goods through Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. When
the payment for this freight transportation is confirmed to the forwarding agent, this latter
sends a telegram from the telegraphic system of the railways company to all railways
stations through which the goods are going and up to the last point where the freight
payment has been made. At each station the train is stopped to check if the telegram
confirming the payment of freight has been arrived. If not the train is stopped.

The railways bill is established as one per wagon in 5 copies. The box n°20 of the
SMGS model railways bill form is then filled in with the registration number of the forwarding
agent who took care of the freight payment procedure. Different copies of railways bills
have been provided - one is related to a transit of goods from China- and are joined in
appendix n°10.

customs practices

Whatever the origin and destination of the goods, a new transit customs declaration
form is filled in at the border of Kazakhstan by customs or a customs broker. So goods
already covered by a transit declaration form from an other CIS country must be anyway
covered by a Kazak transit declaration form. There is a 0.2% customs commission fee
calculated on basis of the value of goods and a tax varying from 5§ to 20 dollars per
declaration according to the region the formalities are made. There is a deposit
procedure for all goods containing alcohol. That means beers as well as wines,
champagne or spirits. The goods submitted to this procedure are listed in an official
document. Copy of this document can be seen in appendix n°11.
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For example if 1000 Litres of beer should transit through Kazakhstan the deposit
amount to be paid is 1000 x 0.72 Ecus, converted in $ and then in national currency. This
amount is then paid at the bank by cash on the state customs account at the entry
crossing border. The transit period is varying usually and reasonably between 5 and 15
days from Tchimkent to Drushba. In average the deposit cash is paid back between twenty
days and one month. It has been elaborated that for instance a 20 feet container of beer
implies a deposit cash of 14000 $ and a 20 feet container of vodka is around 70000 $.
There is no guarantee- caution procedure to cover the payment liability from the forwarder.

Meeting with TERMINAL company in Alma Aty

Besides the fact that the company is very interested by the corridor one most
important detail has been expressed. In fact the deposit procedure is to be extended to
any kind of goods in transit through Kazakhstan very soon.

Then the documentation to be joined with the transit declaration will be asked soon
to be obligatorily translated in Russian.

Meeting with Procter and Gamble. M. Zafer Bektas

Procter and Gamble expressed 4 major concerns within an international transport operation:

Availability
Delay
Cost
Reliability

it has been said that usually there is no particular problem with customs. This
company has private bonded warehouses in both Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan and then no
particular difficulty to clear the goods after unioading.

o Major problems met within a transport operation by railways within CIS country are
mainly due to Railways and not the customs administration. The main problems have
been expressed as follows:

e Too short period to unload goods before calculation of demurrage’s. (2 hours!)

« Tariff for demurrage’s is very high (808 first day, 160 $ second day, 250 $ third day, etc.)

The company is very interested by the corridor not to be obliged to go through the
corridor Kazakhstan-Russia-Turkey nor Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-iran-Turkey.

Crossing several political systems is not reliable nor safe. Besides, Iran imposes a 1000 $

tax on each truck crossing Iran.

About delay it was said that the best record for transit by railways from Germany to

Tashkent was 18 days, from Istambul to Tashkent it was 21 days.

An other point is the drastic lack in means of handling and unloading a wagon at
railways stations.

For special payment you can benefit from additional services and facilities from the
railways

The major claim is about the railways company responsibility for damages. Nobody
from the railways accepts to sign and recognise any damages.

As a conclusion, the corridor as defined will be competitive if it could enable a 20
feet container Istambul - Alma Aty with a tariff of 4400 $ including insurance and with at
least 2 days before demurrage’s in case of transbordment.
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Meeting with customs head office- Ms.Nouralia Saoulia. Head of external affairs
department and the head of transit department

Before the meeting it was interesting to see that a representative office of the
Russian customs is present in the same building as the Kazak customs head office.

The customs regulation is directed by the 1995 Codex version. it was approved and
endorsed by the President of the Republic and the Parliament. The Codex is definitively
turned up to the international customs procedures. Today there are around 3800 customs
officers in Kazakhstan but the President recognised that it was not sufficient for the Kazak
territory and promised an increase of customs staff of 2000 per year from 1998.

The Customs administration is directed by a committee which has as much
importance as any other Ministry. The State customs depend on the President and the
Government.

Controls and inspections of goods transported by railways appeared from
Marsh 1997 because of development of fraudulent practices and smuggling.

There is no plan to develop juxtaposed customs border points.

It was confirmed that a Kazak transit customs declaration form is filled in at the
border point. Two examples of such a transit customs declaration are joined in appendix n°
12 There is a 0.2 % customs commission fee based on the value of the goods . Inspections
are usually made at the border points of entry and exit but customs can stop a train at any
railways station. A map of potential railways customs control points is joined in appendix
n°13. Customs have a huge problem of staffing since there is only 1 at 2 people in Arys
railways customs point which is the major point between Tashkent and Alma Aty.

There is a deposit procedure on all beverages containing alcoho! as already said in
a previous interview.

Today there is a multilateral customs agreement between Kazakhstan, Russia,
Belarus and Kirghisistan forming a customs union. But each country may also have bilateral
agreements with other CIS countries.

Sometimes when customs have too much work they just stamp the railways bill and
don't fill in any declaration. Even if usual it is not the correct rule and that cannot be
considered as an alternative rule . Things will be better when there will be more human
resources.

Eventually Customs intend to impose the obligatory translation of all
commercial documentation attached to the transit declaration in Russian.
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Summary of the customs procedure along the Traceca transit route

Georgia

Poti/Batumi
from railways
Railways establishes the railways bill (one for whole shipment)

from customs

Customs declaration by declarant or customs - 100 $ per declaration and by
destination

Documentation certificate of origin, certificate of quality from the exporter country
(pre-shipment inspection companies are represented in Russia with exclusivity for all
CIS), invoice in Russia or English, phytosanitary certificate (1$ per metric ton for this
service)

if everything is in order, customs authorises the loading of railways wagons and the
train can leave

Qardabani

from railways
Railways checks the freight payment in Georgia
Control status of goods

from customs
Checking documentation
Checking the seals and release of goods

Azerbaidjan

Beyuk kyassik

from railways
Railways checks the freight payment in Azerbaidjan
Control status of goods

from customs

Customs declaration from Georgia or if problem one new Azeri declaration per
wagon (10$ per declaration)

Checking documentation

Checking the seals

Release of goods
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Baku
. from railways

Railways freight control and status of goods

o from customs
Customs declaration per shipment (not per wagons)
Railways bill with all wagons listed on the same document
Check documentation
Check seals
Release of goods

2 cases: all wagons sent on the same ferry
some wagons are sent on the next ferry (Between one and ten days
delay)

Turkmenistan

Turkmenbashi

. from railways
Railways control of freight and status of goods

o from customs
Check Customs declaration for the whole shipment or for each wagon attached with
Railways bill per wagon (the railways administration must do it in Turkmenbashi if not
ready from Baku)
Transit authorisation from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 10$ per ton + 7-8 days
delay to obtain the Transit authorisation)
Checking of documentation
Checking seals
Making and joining the transit passage notice
Establishing the period of time for transit to the border
Release the goods

if wagons of the same shipment were sent later, customs:
Make a declaration per wagon (10$ per declaration + 5% per extra exemplar)
Join documentation
Make transit passage notice
Release the goods
Ashkabat

Control by railways of freight payment and status of goods
Nothing at customs
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Tchardjou

. from railways
Control by railways of freight payment and status of goods

o from customs

Checking of declaration

Checking of seals

Checking documentation

Take out the transit passage notice and balance
Release of goods

TRUCTURE
SYSTRA
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Uzbekistan
Border post with Turkmenistan

o from railways
Railways control freight and status of goods

) from customs
Customs declaration (new Uzbek document)
Checking seals and documentation
Fill in the passage transit Transit Passage Notice and join a copy to the declaration
with a delay to cross the country and balance with the entry passage notice.

Ushmilovo

. from railways
Railways control freight and status of goods
One railways bill per wagon or one for the whole consignment

. from customs
Customs declaration (new Uzbek document)
Checking seals and documentation (1 railways bill by wagon)
Collect 16$ per wagon as transit fees
Collection of 0,15% of the value as customs services fees
Fill in the passage transit passage notice and join a copy to the declaration with an
authorised period of time to cross the country.

Kazakhstan
Arys

. from railways
Railways control freight and status of goods
One railways bill per wagon

. from customs
Customs declaration (new Kazak document)
Checking seals and documentation (1 railways bill by wagon)
Collect 5 to 20$ per wagon as transit fees
Collection of 0,2% of the value as customs fees
Deposit procedure for all goods (soon)
Translation in Russian for all documentation (soon)

Drushba

. from railways
Railways control freight and status of goods
One railways bill per wagon
. from customs
Check Customs declaration
Checking seals and documentation (1 railways bill by wagon)
Deposit reimbursement procedure
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6. Comparative analysis and consequences on trade development

The project is a not a customs one but it was important not to leave customs apart from this
transportation study.

It is of real interest for a lot of economic operators but it has to front the huge influence from
Russia on the different countries.

There is a railways commission to study how to join Europe with China but it was already
said by the Kazak authorities that the privileged corridor is up to now the Transsiberian one.

A major obstacle within the transportation of goods on the railways line in Caucasus and
Central Asia is due to the controls of freight payment from the railways authorities. (System
of telegram checking at each station)

At the customs point of view there is a lack in harmonisation of documentation and of
international rules application within CIS and with Europe. The CIS customs declaration is
quite similar to the SAD which is nevertheless not yet valid for transit of goods through CIS.

Besides, the certificate of origin from Europe is not always valid for CIS. The European
standards are still different from the State Gossstandard (problem of mad cow, radioactivity
degree, etc.)

There is no means to reduce the number of stop for controls and inspection. There are
some attempts of juxtaposed control posts but not yet successful

There are a lot of changes in the customs or international laws suddenly and arbitrarily
applied.

The railways bill is not applied in the same way in all CIS countries. In some ones there is
one railways bill per wagon. In some others there is one railways bill per destination for the
whole consignment.

Differences between the customs fees and the international trade usage are as
follows:

Customs techniques

100 $ per declaration in Georgia

10 $ per wagon in Azerbaidjan

10 $ per wagon for transit from third country to third country in Turkmenistan
16 $ per wagon + 0,15% of value in Uzbekistan

5 to 20 $ per declaration + 0,2% of value in Kazakhstan
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International trade practices

1$ per metric ton for phytosanitary services in Georgia
10$ per ton in Turkmenistan for transit authorisation from the ministry of foreign affairs

The practice of transit passage notice is different from one country to an other one:
Georgia No

Azerbaidjan No

Turkmenistan Yes

Uzbekistan Yes

Kazakhstan No

Some customs procedures are specific to some countries

Deposit for spirits in Georgia
Deposit for alcoholic beverages and for all goods in Kazakhstan soon

Obligatory translation of commercial documentation

Soon all commercial documents will have to be translated in Russian for transit of goods

through Kazakhstan
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7.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Overview of different obstacles, brakes to international transit by railways

Here are listed the major points which have been expressed through the different interviews
as obstacles and brakes to an international transit operation through the Traceca corridor:

The CIS transit declaration form does not cover the transit of goods on all CIS countries.
A national one is often necessary.

The European SAD is not accepted as customs transit document within CIS countries
The CIM railways bill is not accepted
There is no customs juxtaposed customs control points.

The Railways bill is differently applied according to the countries (one per wagon or one
for the whole consignment and per destination)

Tariff for customs fees specific to each country

Customs commission fees different from each country

International trade usage are different according to each country( authorisation for transit
needed or not, obligatory translation of documentation, phytosanitary tax or not, delay of
demurrage’s practised by railways, etc.)

Customs procedures not harmonised (practice of deposit or not, transit passage notice; )

No transparency of legal information (necessary lobbying not to be surprised !)
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Recommendations

o for reliability

Customs techniques and procedures

It is important to certify the applicability of laws and usage in order to ensure a reliable
context to launch a transport operation. All parties involved in any change in the legal
environment must be previously informed.

Transport organisation
Private insurance procedures should be developed in order to cover the potential losses
and damages occurring within the transportation by railways.

e for cost planning and analysis:

Customs techniques and procedures
A good transparency of information must enable a good and exhaustive understanding of
the rules.

The deposit procedures must not be too much heavy for companies’ treasury and the
should not be based on cash payment but on a global guarantee-caution procedure.

Transit in CIS countries would be easier and more attractive if the transit taxes and customs
fees were harmonised between those countries and collected at only one administrative
service for all crossed countries.

Transit of goods through the Traceca corridor would be more attractive if transit taxes are
not too much excessive

Transport organisation
A strict timetable for train and ferries must enable a correct panning of delivery time.

A better allocation of cargo volume in the ferry between Baku and Turkmenbashi must be
planned not to separate wagons of a same consignment.

o for flexibility and adaptability

Customs techniques and procedures
Develop bonded Warehouses to ensure the customs interest in case of transbordment and
limit the risks of fraudulent practices.

The Single Administrative Document should be used equally in Europe and CIS countries
since it is a similar form.

Transport organisation

The demurrage’s are usually due to avoid a port or a station to become a bottleneck. An
idea could be to harmonise tariffs and authorised periods of time for loading and unloading
in all CIS countries in order to create uniform conditions of transit within the corridor.
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e for organisation of transit

Customs techniques and procedures

Development of the use of juxtaposed customs points would simplify and accelerate the
customs crossing of borders. The train would stop only once in order to be controlled by
both customs administrations .

Transport organisation
By Reducing the number of stops in railways stations for freight payment checking the
transit could be quite more accelerated. Control of freight payment

+ for simplicity

Customs techniques and procedures

Management of transit reconciliation could be done on basis of transport documents at
entry and exit points of the territory or from the customs declarations copies kept as
archives. Therefore the transit passage notice would not be so useful. An other idea would
at least be to use one transit passage notice enabling the balance of goods from the point
of entry in the Traceca corridor up to the exit point.

In theory one transit customs declaration from one CIS country is sufficient to cover the
transit of goods through the others. In practice it would be easier not to be obliged to fill in a
national customs declaration at the different borders.

Transport organisation

Use of a unique document as exporter receipt as well as transport document (railways bill)
in Europe and in CIS and China and a delivery receipt to the client. A potential example of
such a document based on the Intercontainer “ Bon de Remise " is joined in appendix n°14
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Map of main railways customs control points in Georgia
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Map of main railways customs control points in Azerbaidjan
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Map of main railways customs control points in Kazakhstan
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Example of a “ Bon de Remise ” as potential common transport railways document
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